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In the News 

In his recently released book, 'Here Are Your Gods': Faithful Discipleship in Idolatrous 

Times, Old Testament scholar Christopher J.H. Wright invites the reader to consider how idolatry 

(by many other names) permeates our own culture. Wright delineates how the authors of the 

Bible defined idols, and suggests that we are tempted to worship idols that are similar to those 

people in biblical times were tempted to worship.  

The word for idol comes from the Greek, eidolon, meaning "image" or "fantasy." From this we 

understand that idolatry is the worship of images or appearances, which hide or pervert what 

those images purportedly depict. Idols may appear to portray deity or divinity, which they are 

incapable of portraying. 

"Idolatry is nothing like the crude picture that springs to mind of a sculpture in some distant 

country," wrote apologist Richard Keyes. "Idols are not just on pagan altars, but in well-educated 

human hearts and minds." 

Wright contends that idolatries of greed, sex, arrogance and abuse of political and economic 

power are as prevalent in our time as they are in the biblical narrative, though they may take 

different forms. He stresses that idolatry that is political in nature has been a particular problem 

in recent years.  

"One of the horrendous blasphemies of the modern West has been the ease of using the name of 

God in association with national aggrandization," he writes. The temptation to court and trust in 

political power is nothing new, of course. The people of Israel struggled with that issue in Bible 

times as well. 

The Mosaic assertion that there is only one God, and that people should serve only the one true 

God, flew in the face of polytheistic culture then just as it does now. Biblical writers routinely 

called out so-called gods as "not-gods" that lacked the traits of Yahweh. But those "not-gods" 

still impacted their human creators and worshipers, who attributed power and authority to them. 

"It is not impossible ... to answer the question, 'Are other gods something or nothing?' with the 

paradox 'Both,'" Wright said. "They are nothing in relation to Yahweh; they are something in 

relation to their worshipers." 

"Although the West has been shaped by many (now-fading) biblical ideals," wrote ethicist Paul 

Copan, "we are witnessing a culture shot through with a host of idolatrous tendencies to put our 

trust in the wrong places -- in that which is not-God."  



"God alone is uncreated, self-existent, noncontingent. God's being depends on nothing else 

outside God's own self," Wright states. "All other reality, by contrast, is created by God and 

therefore is dependent on God for existence and sustenance. The creation is contingent on God." 

"Idolatry, then, is always polytheism, an aimless passing from one lord to another," wrote Pope 

Francis in Lumen Fidei: Enciclica sulla Fede. "Idolatry does not offer a journey but rather a 

plethora of paths leading nowhere and forming a vast labyrinth." 

Brian Rosner, author of Greed as Idolatry, defines idolatry as "an attack on God's exclusive 

rights to our love, trust and obedience." Idolatry is dangerous, he maintains, because it almost 

always involves the offer of good things as substitutes for God.  

Wright points out that idolatry often perverts something good, by elevating that good thing to the 

status that only God has the right to occupy. Timothy Keller, founder of Redeemer City to City, a 

training program for global urban ministry, agrees that idolatry is "taking a good thing and 

making it an ultimate thing." 

In an interview about the content of his book, Wright gives the individual conscience as an 

example of a good thing that can become an idol. "Luther was right to champion the individual's 

right to stand by his or her own conscientious understanding of Scripture," Wright asserts. "But 

this easily degenerates into ... a form of 'rugged individualism' that rejects all legitimate 

authority."  

Biblical authority, a vital aspect of our faith, is another example of something good that can be 

twisted into an idolatry of an interpretation of the Bible favored by a particular faction or leader.  

Wright laments that some claim "true doctrine while living un-Christlike lives." 

Wright's research leads us to conclude that when we attempt to place anything, no matter how 

innocent or laudable, in the place of God, it becomes an idol that must be dethroned, so that we 

may worship the one true God alone, as church reformer Martin Luther wrote, "Whatever your 

heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God." 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Our Attraction to Idols Remains the Same, Even When the Names Change. Christianity 

Today (Note: A subscription is required to read this article.) 

Idolatry. Jewish Virtual Library 

The Concept of Idolatry. The Gospel Coalition 

Idolatry. Bible Reasons 

The Big Questions 

1. How would you define idolatry? What constitutes an idol? Is an idol the same thing as a god? 

Explain. 

http://url6748.thewiredword.com/ls/click?upn=FXq18njYKHucetmqt-2BDlqzwRuwSGFN2rzD1qZCNFRDb3vdUvpnBdkTusg-2FYdC3UKlE4ybBI1t-2B5u4r96zcEYEG-2Fyl3jMHSA3nEqCU3Z1UB-2Fy6HKfCn1GNTUDwHvv1WnblQh1Hzy6k-2B2SoPnnm1uFZYVCzBy9Ft6dhFG3Qbb6IcHnOB-2BVxoeQMQgEsNzZKjJk6dgr_xFlEjc4PCNwrTuEmCuyNNTXLRsT2er883eh6cQyRehj2ULvA-2FYY-2FJBM9sEgbfHDExlHAI5bFMSOOP8RfrZD38dBk-2FxdI-2FiLMvdt3OMmrDFjrLgIkmzNqA0kHG1p-2BGB-2BE0sMCTqo89rkmWlR1SFhZACI3u8480H1ykqQHTAAuvt2TeyCTxa37yNVp8PPi4fsQrXQpK0FZLYy8w1-2F7k3jzTn2szF1ZmZSgmZ4Phg0UcfoSPmR3Ne9Bwgp5scIHPNFzKtZXhZUXJ2iyVOIsl7CCrz6b8UIPmBPhq2Ss3re8lSh0-2BlSjR7VEZAO0WJnjxL7hbnPsL5oHpwSe6I9Xka2-2FGYjr34dym6qcIuBstpexW-2FGxCtae7s7jbCon6jOFBUmzeHTQrHPD7eGGRHvCp390bEAR3E-2BncXG9N4Z8PrkUqacfde8uFOnGZ1Ljj6HnZMC87VfqjRkBTbu3TjKmnc7lQWNFyMziS3rDOCg6GFQjfgMb0PiAIcQ9KK8xszc1QeF5
http://url6748.thewiredword.com/ls/click?upn=FXq18njYKHucetmqt-2BDlqzwRuwSGFN2rzD1qZCNFRDb3vdUvpnBdkTusg-2FYdC3UKlE4ybBI1t-2B5u4r96zcEYEG-2Fyl3jMHSA3nEqCU3Z1UB-2Fy6HKfCn1GNTUDwHvv1WnblQh1Hzy6k-2B2SoPnnm1uFZYVCzBy9Ft6dhFG3Qbb6IcHnOB-2BVxoeQMQgEsNzZKjJk6dgr_xFlEjc4PCNwrTuEmCuyNNTXLRsT2er883eh6cQyRehj2ULvA-2FYY-2FJBM9sEgbfHDExlHAI5bFMSOOP8RfrZD38dBk-2FxdI-2FiLMvdt3OMmrDFjrLgIkmzNqA0kHG1p-2BGB-2BE0sMCTqo89rkmWlR1SFhZACI3u8480H1ykqQHTAAuvt2TeyCTxa37yNVp8PPi4fsQrXQpK0FZLYy8w1-2F7k3jzTn2szF1ZmZSgmZ4Phg0UcfoSPmR3Ne9Bwgp5scIHPNFzKtZXhZUXJ2iyVOIsl7CCrz6b8UIPmBPhq2Ss3re8lSh0-2BlSjR7VEZAO0WJnjxL7hbnPsL5oHpwSe6I9Xka2-2FGYjr34dym6qcIuBstpexW-2FGxCtae7s7jbCon6jOFBUmzeHTQrHPD7eGGRHvCp390bEAR3E-2BncXG9N4Z8PrkUqacfde8uFOnGZ1Ljj6HnZMC87VfqjRkBTbu3TjKmnc7lQWNFyMziS3rDOCg6GFQjfgMb0PiAIcQ9KK8xszc1QeF5
http://url6748.thewiredword.com/ls/click?upn=FXq18njYKHucetmqt-2BDlq7fee1cT-2BBvZTPAaQUX-2BB-2FG2EYhxfO2c60lxrcg2kGbS3Gc-2BIM538DXO-2FxoYVDPudQ-3D-3D2Laq_xFlEjc4PCNwrTuEmCuyNNTXLRsT2er883eh6cQyRehj2ULvA-2FYY-2FJBM9sEgbfHDExlHAI5bFMSOOP8RfrZD38dBk-2FxdI-2FiLMvdt3OMmrDFjrLgIkmzNqA0kHG1p-2BGB-2BE0sMCTqo89rkmWlR1SFhZACI3u8480H1ykqQHTAAuvt2TeyCTxa37yNVp8PPi4fsQrXQpK0FZLYy8w1-2F7k3jzTn2szF1ZmZSgmZ4Phg0UcfoSPmR3Ne9Bwgp5scIHPNFzKtZXhZUXJ2iyVOIsl7CCr-2FIOrLhd-2FZFMi00RB9fdCrCYNw859UO-2BcvP1ysfJHXft7rCMADeQ2xTDA-2BDQRLLLgC4hbIQZzTFiYwGZzZDs-2Fw13x6MVw9XRLylOrBKtu5AEaLijfuGcD666AHjCqgnAUAtNuvOkex7ftbY8rt4YCayIBq5t6ISiNlfQ5u-2BILnrBjUk97KX4EMPraHKSeRPJ2Q4DLGUsQyFiJJ5Ou4sN4fK-2BvYORD2vH6d16I4aXCj47
http://url6748.thewiredword.com/ls/click?upn=FXq18njYKHucetmqt-2BDlq7fee1cT-2BBvZTPAaQUX-2BB-2FG2EYhxfO2c60lxrcg2kGbS3Gc-2BIM538DXO-2FxoYVDPudQ-3D-3D2Laq_xFlEjc4PCNwrTuEmCuyNNTXLRsT2er883eh6cQyRehj2ULvA-2FYY-2FJBM9sEgbfHDExlHAI5bFMSOOP8RfrZD38dBk-2FxdI-2FiLMvdt3OMmrDFjrLgIkmzNqA0kHG1p-2BGB-2BE0sMCTqo89rkmWlR1SFhZACI3u8480H1ykqQHTAAuvt2TeyCTxa37yNVp8PPi4fsQrXQpK0FZLYy8w1-2F7k3jzTn2szF1ZmZSgmZ4Phg0UcfoSPmR3Ne9Bwgp5scIHPNFzKtZXhZUXJ2iyVOIsl7CCr-2FIOrLhd-2FZFMi00RB9fdCrCYNw859UO-2BcvP1ysfJHXft7rCMADeQ2xTDA-2BDQRLLLgC4hbIQZzTFiYwGZzZDs-2Fw13x6MVw9XRLylOrBKtu5AEaLijfuGcD666AHjCqgnAUAtNuvOkex7ftbY8rt4YCayIBq5t6ISiNlfQ5u-2BILnrBjUk97KX4EMPraHKSeRPJ2Q4DLGUsQyFiJJ5Ou4sN4fK-2BvYORD2vH6d16I4aXCj47
http://url6748.thewiredword.com/ls/click?upn=FXq18njYKHucetmqt-2BDlq7fee1cT-2BBvZTPAaQUX-2BB-2FG2EYhxfO2c60lxrcg2kGbS3Gc-2BIM538DXO-2FxoYVDPudQ-3D-3D2Laq_xFlEjc4PCNwrTuEmCuyNNTXLRsT2er883eh6cQyRehj2ULvA-2FYY-2FJBM9sEgbfHDExlHAI5bFMSOOP8RfrZD38dBk-2FxdI-2FiLMvdt3OMmrDFjrLgIkmzNqA0kHG1p-2BGB-2BE0sMCTqo89rkmWlR1SFhZACI3u8480H1ykqQHTAAuvt2TeyCTxa37yNVp8PPi4fsQrXQpK0FZLYy8w1-2F7k3jzTn2szF1ZmZSgmZ4Phg0UcfoSPmR3Ne9Bwgp5scIHPNFzKtZXhZUXJ2iyVOIsl7CCr-2FIOrLhd-2FZFMi00RB9fdCrCYNw859UO-2BcvP1ysfJHXft7rCMADeQ2xTDA-2BDQRLLLgC4hbIQZzTFiYwGZzZDs-2Fw13x6MVw9XRLylOrBKtu5AEaLijfuGcD666AHjCqgnAUAtNuvOkex7ftbY8rt4YCayIBq5t6ISiNlfQ5u-2BILnrBjUk97KX4EMPraHKSeRPJ2Q4DLGUsQyFiJJ5Ou4sN4fK-2BvYORD2vH6d16I4aXCj47
http://url6748.thewiredword.com/ls/click?upn=FXq18njYKHucetmqt-2BDlq6fsJTNg9Fz1WcJf8Gvwmi9f3y88wDB7Fr5nh4mWO-2FeoFPQ8_xFlEjc4PCNwrTuEmCuyNNTXLRsT2er883eh6cQyRehj2ULvA-2FYY-2FJBM9sEgbfHDExlHAI5bFMSOOP8RfrZD38dBk-2FxdI-2FiLMvdt3OMmrDFjrLgIkmzNqA0kHG1p-2BGB-2BE0sMCTqo89rkmWlR1SFhZACI3u8480H1ykqQHTAAuvt2TeyCTxa37yNVp8PPi4fsQrXQpK0FZLYy8w1-2F7k3jzTn2szF1ZmZSgmZ4Phg0UcfoSPmR3Ne9Bwgp5scIHPNFzKtZXhZUXJ2iyVOIsl7CCr-2FKOZ6u6THhc1GlxPWAOB9FI1VuvYKhEqAIv-2BrNsWnOqitSUBjZHtO1mtmYaTnZ10x8qx0Q0-2Fhp2W-2FoQBF9-2FDXzVIoAm13Vmwg0UZWJ-2FUz7HNtsY2J6tYUIweMbxWfy-2FLfs97GFKdQdD4Q1yblDQ93YTCUnVVkE1LHcr-2FhFe8IzWGyfoKtLcR-2F3GXaIjsjOIoHugu-2B5lEjecKul5JMe-2Fmj7Wf-2BNR3Yu7s0LFvCiR7nm6


2. In what sense are gods "real," and in what sense are they "unreal"? 

3. How might an individual's idolatry compare and contrast with the idolatry of a group or 

community? How might an individual's idolatry impact that of a group or community, and vice 

versa? 

4. What idols, if any, might Christians be particularly tempted to embrace? 

5. What steps can Christians take, individually and as a group, to guard against idol worship? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Genesis 3:2-5 

The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 

'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, 

or you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." (For 

context, read 3:1-13, 21-24.) 

Idolatry looms large in the first sin recorded in the Bible, Christopher Wright asserts: "Genesis 3 

portrays a moment when human beings choose to distrust God's goodness, disbelieve his 

warnings and disobey his instructions, instead defining for themselves what counts as good and 

evil. Having dethroned God, they end up submitting to entities, either material or spiritual, within 

the created order -- or else they assert their own moral autonomy." 

Paul describes people who, "though they knew God ... did not honor him as God or give thanks 

to him, but ... claiming to be wise, ... became fools; and ... exchanged the glory of the immortal 

God for images ... they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 

creature rather than the Creator" (Romans 1:18-25). This expresses the idol worship that 

happened in the garden. 

God had provided for every conceivable need the first man and woman might have, commanding 

them not to eat from a single tree in the garden. Rather than trust that their Creator knew best and 

had their best interests at heart, they chose to trust the serpent, a creature made by God, who flat 

out called God a liar! 

The serpent promised that if the man and woman ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 

Evil, they would become like God. Knowing good and evil "was not just the ability 

to recognize the difference between good and evil ... but the right to define for oneself good and 

evil," Wright states. "It is the prerogative of God ... to decide and define what constitutes 

goodness and ... evil. Humans, however, in choosing to decide for ourselves what we will deem 

good or evil, usurp the prerogative of God in rebellious moral autonomy." 

Wright maintains that "God accepts that humans have indeed breached the distinction [between 

God and creation] ... Not that humans have now become gods, but that they have chosen to act as 



though they were -- defining and deciding for themselves what they will regard as good and evil. 

Therein lies the root of all other forms of idolatry ... At the root, then, of all idolatry is human 

rejection of the Godness of God and the finality of God's moral authority." 

Or as author Mark Buchanan put it, "I am too busy being God to become like God." 

Questions: What is it about self-determination and control of one's own destiny that is so 

appealing? How does God intend for humans to exercise the gift of free will? How does that 

differ from idolatry? 

Exodus 20:2-5 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 

you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the 

form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am 

a jealous God ... (For context, read 20:1-17.) 

God warned his people that they were not to worship any created thing. Deuteronomy 4:15-21 

lists objects humans might be tempted to deify in reverse order to their creation in Genesis 1:3-

27, from which we can infer that the idolization of creation instead of worship of the Creator 

turns everything upside down, producing chaos and disarray in all our relationships. 

These verses lay the foundation for the Ten Commandments. Getting the first commandment 

right should lead to a readiness to obey all the other commandments. Conversely, it was thought 

that missing the mark on the first commandment by placing any other gods before the Lord God 

would inevitably lead to breaking the rest of the commandments.  

All sin ultimately comes down to idolatry -- putting something ahead of God. Which is why the 

first commandment is first. Get that one right and all the rest naturally follow. 

Questions: On what basis does God lay claim to the allegiance of his people? What reasons can 

you give for why you might pledge allegiance to God as the one with the most rightful claim to 

your highest loyalty? 

Ezekiel 28:2, 6-9 

Mortal, say to the prince of Tyre, Thus says the LORD God: Because your heart is proud and 

you have said, "I am a god; I sit in the seat of the gods, in the heart of the seas," yet you are but 

a mortal, and no god, … Therefore thus says the LORD God: Because you compare your mind 

with the mind of a god, therefore, I will bring strangers against you ... they shall draw their 

swords against the beauty of your wisdom and defile your splendor. They shall thrust you down 

to the Pit, and you shall die a violent death in the heart of the seas. Will you still say, "I am a 

god," in the presence of those who kill you, though you are but a mortal, and no god, in the 

hands of those who wound you? (For context, read 28:1-9.) 



The prophecies of Ezekiel 26 and 27 focused on Tyre, the great Phoenician commercial port city 

north of Israel. In this chapter, Ezekiel prophesies against the prince of Tyre, as an individual 

ruler and a representative of the leaders and residents of the city. 

Tyre amassed wealth for itself by exploiting its neighbors, which fed its narcissistic view of itself 

as all-powerful, invincible, and superhuman. Tyre prided itself in its sophistication and wisdom 

greater than that of Daniel, that Hebrew man of integrity (vv. 3-5; see also Daniel 1:20; 2:20 and 

2:48). 

God did not condemn Tyre for its riches, success or shrewdness, but for its corruption and 

hubris, that elevated the prince of Tyre to the level of divinity. That insolence could not stand.  

Ezekiel prophesies that the prince of Tyre would be humbled by foreign nations, to reacquaint 

him with his creatureliness, humanity and mortality. According to biblical scholars Bruce Vawter 

and Leslie J. Hoppe, "There is no better teacher than death. Gods do not die; humans do." 

Questions: Where do you see idolatry of self or self-aggrandizement in Western culture? What 

lessons from the fate of Tyre might apply to our own people, our leaders and our nation?  

Matthew 4:8-10 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their splendor; and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 

worship me." Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 'Worship the Lord your 

God, and serve only him.'" (For context, read 4:1-11.) 

When Satan offered Jesus the chance to gain control of all the kingdoms and glory of the world, 

Jesus repelled his blatant demand for idol-worship by referencing Deuteronomy 10:17-21, where 

we read, "For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 

awesome ... You shall fear the LORD your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall 

hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is your God, who has done for 

you these great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen." 

Wright explains, "idolatry blurs the distinction between God and creation, to the detriment of 

both. Idolatry dethrones God and enthrones creation. Idolatry is the attempt to limit, reduce, and 

control God by refusing his authority, constraining or manipulating his power to act, having him 

available to serve our interests." 

In 1 Corinthians 10:14, Paul exhorts the believers to "flee from the worship of idols." 

Questions: What positive aspects of "all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor" might 

appeal to you? What could all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor never provide for 

you? What might tempt people to worship something or someone other than God, and thus to 

cross ethical boundaries, and even commit egregious crimes or sins?  

What gave Jesus the strength to resist Satan's temptation? What can strengthen you so that you 

can successfully ward off the temptation to worship idols? 



What does Paul's chosen verb in 1 Corinthians 10:14 suggest to you about the type of action we 

should take regarding idolatry? 

For Further Discussion 

1. What matters most to you? What occupies most of your time? What keeps you up at night? 

What gets you worked up? What eats up most of your money? What is the first thing you turn to 

when you are in trouble or in pain? What do you most like to think, talk and read about? Could 

your answers to these questions suggest potential idols you need to watch out for?  

2. Identify which, if any, of the following have been sources of temptation to idolatry for you. 

What guardrails might help you keep these from becoming idols for you?  

 Others - parental approval, attention, adulation and  "likes" from followers on social 

media, success of one's children, family, employer, relationships, employees, celebrities 

 Self - desire, ambition, dreams, pleasure, self-interest, worry, comfort, sex 

 Things - food, clothes, possessions, riches 

 Activities - hobbies, sports, busyness, work, ministry, good works, religious practices, 

personal performance, entertainment 

 Power - physical strength, military might, militarism, weapons, war, control, influence 

 Ideology - religious beliefs, nationalism, patriotism, political affiliation  

 Status (symbols) - achievements, awards, accomplishments, appearance, prosperity, 

fame, success, beauty 

 Intellect/brains, science, technology, reason, education, anti-intelligence or "flunkery"   

3.  Which of the things on the list of potential idols in #2 above best fit the following quotes? 

 "Not even generals can stop the rain." --Jeff Shaara, A Blaze of Glory 

 "A god that can be reduced to what reason can cope with is not a God that can be 

worshiped." --Alister E. McGrath, If I Had Lunch with C.S. Lewis: Exploring the Ideas of 

C.S. Lewis on the Meaning of Life 

 "One must love God first, and only then can one love one's closest of kin and neighbors. 

We must not be idols to one another, for such is not the will of God." --Elder Thaddeus of 

Vitovnica, Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives: The Life and Teachings of Elder 

Thaddeus of Vitovnica 

 "Could it be that desire for a good thing has become a bad thing because that desire has 

become a ruling thing?" --author Paul David Tripp 

 "I'm afraid that just as wealth and privilege can be a stumbling block on the path to the 

gospel, theological expertise and piety can also get in the way of the kingdom. Like 

wealth, these are not inherently bad things. However, they are easily idolized. The longer 

our lists of rules and regulations, the more likely it is that God himself will break one." --

Rachel Held Evans, Evolving in Monkey Town: How a Girl Who Knew All the Answers 

Learned to Ask the Questions 

 "Sometimes we become so busy doing things for Christ that we forget the One who we 

do it for." --Blogger Fritz Chery 



 "Has what you do for God become more important to you than the Lord Himself?" --

Colin S. Smith, The 10 Greatest Struggles of Your Life 

4. Discuss this, from theologian N.T. Wright's book, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the 

Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church: 

              "When human beings give their heartfelt allegiance to and worship that which is not 

God, they progressively cease to reflect the image of God. 

              "One of the primary laws of human life is that you become like what you worship; 

what's more, you reflect what you worship not only to the object itself but also outward to the 

world around. 

              "Those who worship money increasingly define themselves in terms of it and 

increasingly treat other people as creditors, debtors, partners, or customers rather than as human 

beings. 

              "Those who worship sex define themselves in terms of it (their preferences, their 

practices, their past histories) and increasingly treat other people as actual or potential sex 

objects. 

              "Those who worship power define themselves in terms of it and treat other people as 

either collaborators, competitors, or pawns. 

              "These and many other forms of idolatry combine in a thousand ways, all of them 

damaging to the image-bearing quality of the people concerned and of those whose lives they 

touch." 

5. Unpack the meaning of this statement: "If God created us in his own image, we have more 

than reciprocated." --French philosopher Voltaire, Notebooks 

Responding to the News 

"Sleep is a daily reminder from God that we are not God," wrote author John Piper. "Once a day 

God sends us to bed like patients with a sickness. The sickness is a chronic tendency to think we 

are in control and that our work is indispensable. To cure us of this disease God turns us into 

helpless sacks of sand once a day." 

Write a pair of morning and evening prayers you could use to acknowledge the simple fact that 

your need for sleep is a daily reminder that you are not God, and to offer God the worship he 

deserves.  

Prayer 

O God, our light and life, keep our eyes on you, that we may not be deceived by false gods or 

yield to the temptation to turn your good gifts into idols. Help us to quickly recognize an idol, in 

whatever disguise it wears, so that we may unmask it and flee to you, our refuge from the danger 

of exalting ourselves and anything that is not you. By the power of Jesus to save us from 

ourselves, we pray. Amen. 
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